
Approved Minutes of the IHRA Steering Committee 
Sunday, May 31, 1998 
Port of Windsor Room 

Clery Conference Center 
Windsor, Ontario, Canada 

Attendees: 
Australia Keith Seyer 

Peter Makeham 
Belgium EC(DG III) Herbert Henssler 
Canada Ian Noy 

Brian Jonah 
Dainius Dalmotas 

France Jean-Pierre Medevielle 
Germany/EEVC Bernd Friedel 
Italy Claudio Lomonaco 
Japan Kazuyoshi Matsumoto 

Yoshyuki Mizuno 
Netherlands Gerard Meekel 
Poland Wojciech Przybylski 
Sweden Kåre Rumar 
United Kingdom Keith Rodgers 

Peter O’Reilly 
Richard Lowne 

United States	 Raymond Owings 
Joseph Kanianthra 
John Hinch 
Julie Abraham 
Donna Gilmore 
Linda O’Connor 

Agenda Items: 
Review of Last Meeting Minutes

Side Impact

Review of IHRA Status Reports

Collaborative Research

Development of Web Site for IHRA

Industry Participation

New Members/Next Meeting


Welcome: 
Dr. Raymond P. Owings, Associate Administrator, 
Research and Development, NHTSA, United States 
called the meeting to order. Dr. Owings thanked 
Canada for having the meeting in their country. He 
also gave a special “Thank You” to Linda O’Connor, 
IHRA secretariat - retiring, for her help. 

He introduced Donna Gilmore, who will be the new 
ESV secretariat and John Hinch, who will be the new 
IHRA secretariat. Dr. Owings discussed the 5 year 
effort of IHRA and expressed his commitment for a 
productive next 3 years of research, also indicating his 
expectation that IHRA would continue past the initial 
5-year effort. 

Last Meeting Minutes: 
Ms. O’Connor reviewed the November 1997, 
minutes with the committee. Comments had been 
received, and Ms. O’Connor reported that she had 
made changes to reflect those comments. She also 
reported that a letter was sent to Mr. Phelps, OICA, 
responding to his request about industry participation 
in IHRA. 

Side Impact: 
Dr. Owings introduced the topic for discussion and

invited several representatives to discuss their

positions regarding Side Impact. Dr. Friedel,

Mr. Makeham, Mr. Meekel, Dr. Noy, and

Mr. Matsumoto gave their countries’ positions

regarding the formation of a new Side Impact

Working Group. Proposals included formation of a

new group, combining the Side Impact dummy

development with the efforts of the biomechanics

working group, and combinations and variations of
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these proposals. EEVC suggested that the activities 
of the working group should be closely coordinated 
with ISO activities on the side impact dummy and the 
IHRA should lead the side impact and dummy 
development research activities. Generally, the group 
agreed that two tasks needed to be preformed, 1) 
biomechanics work to support an improved side 
impact dummy, and 2) side impact research into the 
test procedures development for conducting side 
crash evaluations. Several members indicated to 
keep-in-mind the research required to meet both 
short-term and long-term needs in planning the IHRA 
activities. 

After a lively discussion (which included most 
members of the steering group) on development of a 
side impact working group, a recommendation was 
made for consideration. It consisted of three items: 1) 
Set up an ad-hoc group within the biomechanics 
working group, comprised of government members 
only, to write a prospective on the status of 
knowledge on biomechanics of side impact and the 
status of the development of side impact dummies. A 
schedule of 6 months for an interim report and 12 to 
18 months for a final report was agreed upon; 2) 
Provide a clear directive to the IHRA biomechanics 
working group that the above item is a short term 
effort and will not affect the long term goals; and 3) 
create a side impact working group whose activities 
are closely coordinated with the biomechanics and 
compatibility working groups modeled after the 
working relationship between the biomechanics 
working group and the offset frontal working group. 
It was also agree that research related to functional 
equivalence of existing regulation is outside the scope 
of the IHRA side impact activities. 

Dr. Kanianthra and several other IHRA steering 
group members drafted the mission statement for the 
biomechanics group for the conduct of item 1. A copy 
of this draft document is found as Attachment 1. 

While the Steering Committee members from France 
and Italy did not commit on the development of the 
Side Impact IHRA activities on item 3 of the 
recommendation made for consideration, the Steering 
Committee agreed that it was definitely created, that 
Australia should lead the working group for side 
impact under IHRA, the work will be closely 
coordinated with the biomechanics working group 
activities, and a draft mandate will be proposed during 
the November 1998 meeting. 

Status Reports 
The IHRA status reports were discussed by each 
working group chairman. Generally, the reports were 
short, because their full status report would be 
delivered at the ESV technical sessions later in the 
week. Additionally, copies of the draft status reports 
had been circulated to each member just prior to the 
meeting. The following are some highlights from each 
chairperson. 

Pedestrian 
Mr. Matsumoto (Japan) reviewed the pedestrian 
working group efforts to date. He presented a 
document detailing the status of his working group. A 
copy is attached as Attachment 2. 

ITS 
Mr. Noy (Canada) reviewed the progress by the 
working group on Intelligent Transportation Systems 
(ITS). So as not to conflict with other non-IHRA 
group’s efforts, IHRA’s ITS working group is 
developing a framework for evaluation of ITS 
countermeasures. Workshops are being held as part 
of this effort. They are also developing a database of 
relevant ITS research. 

During the discussion of ITS working group status 
report, two items were brought up which required 
action. Ian Noy reported that the issue concerning 
EC research framework was raised at the IHRA 
Steering Committee since many EC funded projects 
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are closed to non-European parties. Such a policy in 
Europe appears to be an impediment to international 
collaboration in research. This is particularly 
problematic for the ITS WG since most European 
ITS-related research is funded by the EC. 
1) The Steering Committee decided that Ray Owings, 
Chairman, will write a letter to EC DG 7, DG 12, DG 
13 (DG 3) to outline the problem and invite the EC to 
explore how collaboration on priority research topics 
through IHRA and other fora can be facilitated. The 
letter should seek to identify the main groups 
conducting the research programs, areas of 
commonality mechanisms for cooperation, how results 
can be shared, and the institutes or investigation 
centers that are involved. 
2) The IHRA Steering Committee also noted that 
similar letters should be sent to ministers of transport 
in each country, possibly from the Secretary of 
Transportation. 

Vehicle Compatibility 
Mr. Rodgers (UK) presented a short discussion on 
vehicle compatibility. Their working group has held 3 
meetings. They are waiting for a letter from OICA to 
identify the members representing the industry for 
participation in their working group. 

Biomechanics 
Dr. Kanianthra (US) presented the status of 
biomechanics. He said that Side Impact dominated 
the agenda at their Orlando, FL meeting. He also 
discussed the efforts in dummy development in 
different regions and the needs of North America. 

Offset Frontal 
Mr. Lomonaco (Italy) indicated that there was a 
correction to his status report. At the top of Column 
2, Page 1, item 1 should be deleted. 

Collaborative Research 
Dr. Noy suggested that the IHRA steering group send 
formal letters to DG-7, DG-12, and DG-13 to 

indicate methods of collaborative research. It was 
suggested that the letters be coordinated by Dr. 
Owings. 

Development of Web Site for IHRA 
Mr. Hinch suggested that IHRA set up a permanent 
web site for distributing IHRA material. The steering 
group was in agreement and the United States agreed 
to take the lead. Mr. Hinch will assemble information 
for the web, the following are proposed for inclusion: 
1) Names, addresses, and phone numbers of the 

steering group members and all working 
groups. Each steering group member was 
asked to supply a photograph for inclusion in 
the web site. 

2) By-laws developed in Melbourne. 
3) History of IHRA. 
4) Minutes from the steering group meetings, after 

they are approved by the steering group. 
5) Minutes from the working group meetings, after 

they are approved by the steering group. 
6) A schedule of upcoming events for all IHRA 

related activities. 
7) Copies of the IHRA status reports of various 

working groups by the respective chairman. 

Other members were invited to submit additional 
information for the web site. 

Industry Participation 
A short discussion was held reflecting the fact that 
IHRA had not received the list of industry participants 
for the working groups from OICA. During the ESV 
meeting, Mr. Phelps presented NHTSA with a copy 
of the industry nominations for the 5 working groups 
established in Melbourne. Mr. Hinch distributed this 
list at the ESV luncheon. A copy is also attached as 
item 3. 

ISO Introduction Letter 
It was agreed by the Steering Committee that 
NHTSA should draft a letter of introduction between 
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the New Side Impact Working Group and the ISO 
committee working on Side Impact standards. 

New Members 
Several members are retiring. These include:

Keith Rodgers 

Peter Makeham 

Kåre Rumar

A “Thank You” to all was expressed by the steering

group members.


Mr. Rodgers reported that Peter O’Reilly would be

his replacement representing U.K. Mr. Rumar

indicated that Andres Lie will assume the

responsibilities in IHRA on behalf of Sweden. Other

new members will be formally assigned in the near

future as they are named by their respective countries.


Next Meeting 
It was agreed the next Steering Committee meeting

will be held in Geneva on November 13, 1998.


Prepared by: John Hinch, IHRA Secretariat

Date: August 20, 1998

Edited per Steering Committee Approval

Date: November 30, 1998


End of Report


Attachment 1 - Side Impact Mission Statement for 
Part 1 of the proposed side impact initiative. 

Attachment 2 - Mr. Matsumoto’s written statement 
on the pedestrian working group. 

Attachment 3 - OICA industry participants list for 
IHRA working groups 
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